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The  Chairman  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Wellingborough. 
Sib, 

I  beg  herewith  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1902. 

The  Population  of  the  Town  of  Wellingborough  at  the  last 
Census  was  18,412.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  being  4,047, 
giving  an  average  number  of  persons  per  house  of  4  5.  The  number 
of  inhabited  houses  now  is  4,294,  being  an  increase  of  247,  and  giving 
a  Population  at  the  same  rate  per  house  of  19,400.  The  Registered 
number  of  Births  in  1902  was  438,  227  Males  and  211  Females,  giving 
a  Birth-rate  of  2257.  The  Registered  number  of  Deaths  during  the 
year  was  216  resident,  and  5  non-resident,  total  221,  giving  the  lowest 
death  rate  in  the  Wellingborough  Urban  District,  viz.,  11  1. 

This  is  highly  satisfactory  and  a  matter  of  congratulation,  as  in 
spite  of  a  very  decided  increase  in  the  population,  the  actual  number 
of  deaths  is  considerably  less,  viz.,  in  1901,  232  ;  in  1902,  216,  and  of 
these  deaths  66  were  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  and  56  in  chil¬ 
dren  under  one  year,  leaving  only  81  deaths  to  be  attributed  to  the 
conditions  prevailing  the  Town. 

These  figures  speak  for  themselves  and  testify  to  the  excellent 
state  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  in  the  Town. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  is  less  than  last  year,  viz., 
16.  The  Deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  have  much  decreased, 
being  14  and  1 1  respectively,  and  in  the  deaths  from  Bronchitis  6  were 
in  children  under  one  year,  and  5  from  Pneumonia  also  under  1  year. 

The  number  of  Deaths  from  Cancer  has  increased,  10  out  of  the 
19  occurring  in  persons  over  65  years.  The  details  of  the  cause  of 
death  will  b<*  found  in  Table  IY.  Of  the  66  deaths  of  those  over  65 
years  of  age,  54  were  actually  over  70.  November  seems  to  have  been 
the  most  fatal  month,  29  deaths.  April  and  December  being  next, 
both  25,  and  May  23.  There  were  only  9  Deaths  in  July.  No  Deaths 
occurred  from  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  or  Typhoid. 

There  was  a  marked  and  satisfactory  decrease  in  the  number  of 
Zymotic  diseases  notified,  only  79  notifications  being  sent  in  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

There  has  not  been  any  Epidemic. 


There  were  38  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  23  Erysiplas,  but  they 
were  equally  spread  over  the  town  and  throughout  the  year.  The  only 
approach  to  an  Epidemic  was  in  May,  when  there  were  nine  cases  of 
Small- Pox.  One  of  these  was  a  tramp,  and  none  of  the  subsequent 
cases  could  be  attributed  to  infection  from  him.  He  was  isolated  in 
the  Small- Pox  Hospital  and  cured.  After  that  a  fresh  case  occurred 
of  a  virulent  type,  the  source  of  which  could  not  be  positively  ascer¬ 
tained.  The  other  cases  arose  from  contact,  and  were  for  tiie  most 
part  of  a  severe  type,  the  death  rate  being  50  per  cent. 

The  persons  attacked  were  all  un-vaccinated,  except  3,  and  of  the 
4  deaths,  3  were  in  un-vaccinated  persons,  and  the  4th  in  a  man  who 
had  not  been  re- vaccinated  and  was  53  years  old.  All  the  cases  were 
treated  in  the  Sinall-Pox  Hospital,  having  been  moved  as  quickly  as 
possible. 

Thanks  to  the  ready  manner  in  which  the  Urban  Council  sup¬ 
ported  the  Medical  Officer,  the  disease  attained  no  alarming  proportions 
and  was  speedily  stamped  out.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  worked 
indefatigablv. 

Of  the  38  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  7  were  imported,  14  arose  from 
direct  infection,  5  were  in  places  were  the  drainage  was  unsatisfactory, 
which  has  since  been  remedied,  and  the  remainder  from  no  apparent 
cause.  Many  of  the  cases  being  of  a  very  mild  character.  The  ages 
of  those  who  had  it  will  be  found  in  accompanying  Table  of  Infectious 
Notifications,  No.  III. 

There  were  only  7  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  and  of  these  2  appeared 
to  have  arisen  from  eating  shell  fish,  1  from  insanitary  condition  of 
drains,  which  have  been  remedied,  2  were  imported,  and  there  was 
nothing  to  indicate  the  source  of  infection  in  the  other  two  cases. 

Several  notices  have  been  served  for  the  repairing  of  drains,  &c., 
and  in  every  case  they  have  been  properly  attended  to. 

The  Slaughter  Houses,  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  have 
been  visited,  and  found  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  where  alterations 
and  improvements  were  necessary,  they  have  been  carried  out  prope  rly 

Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  thoroughly  and  efficiently  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  The  “  Formalin  Process.”  sulphur  and  solution 
of  chloride  of  lime  being  the  means  used. 

House  Refuse  is  removed  weekly  and  destroyed  by  incineration. 
During  the  summer  months  I  would  strongly  recommend  the  removal 
of  refuse  oftener  if  possible. 

The  Water  Supply  is  from  public  service,  and  increased  in 
quantity  from  an  extra  source.  In  nature  it  is  well  water,  containing 
lime  and  iron,  quite  wholeseme,  free  from  pollution,  being  pump  from 
the  wells,  softened,  filtered,  and  stored  in  closed,  locked  reservoirs. 


The  Isolation  Hospital  proved  to  be  of  the  greatest  benefit 
in  the  epidemic  of  Small-Pox  in  the  month  of  May,  and  if  another 
site,  more  isolated,  can  be  selected  for  the  Small-Pox  Hospital,  it 
would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  Town  to  retain  the  present  Isolation 
Hospital  as  one  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  4  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  admitted,  the  only- 
deaths  occurring  there  being  4  from  Small-Pox.  I  have  visited  the 
Lodging  Houses  and  found  them  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  In  the 
Registered  Workshops  any  alterations  suggested  have  been  carried  out. 

From  Systematic  Inspections  of  the  District  and  all  parts  of  the 
Town  any  defects  have  been  remedied  as  regards  Drainage,  Cesspits, 
Closets,  Keeping  of  Pigs  and  Animals  to  be  a  nuisance,  after  notices 
have  been  served. 

There  was  nothing  found  unfit  for  food  and  the  public  sales  have 
been  carefully  watched.  Sewers  and  Drains  have  been  found  to  be 
satisfactory  and  Sewage  carried  away  to  the  Irrigation  Farm 
efficiently. 

I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Dyson,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
efficient  and  valuable  help  he  has  rendered  during  the  time  he  has 
been  here. 

I  consider  the  Sanitary  state  of  the  Town  to  be  in  a  most  satis¬ 
factory  condition.  The  Population  has  steadily  increased,  the  death 
rate  has  censiderably  decreased.  The  number  of  notifications  of 
infectious  disease  in  less  than  it  has  ever  been. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

Wm.  WAKE  CLARK,  M.D.,  &c., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Urban  District  Council. 
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Table  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at.  Death  during  the  Year  1902 

Name  of  District— Wellingborough. 


Causes  of  Death. 


1 


Small-pox 
Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem- 
branus  croup... 

Croup 


(  Typhus . 

Fever  <  Enteric 

(.  Other  continued 
Epidemic  influenza 

Cholera . 

Plague  ... 

Diarrhoea  (See  Notes  at 
back)  ... 

Enteritis.  ( See  Notes  at 
back)  ...  ...  ... 

Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases  ... 
Phthisis  ... 

Other  tubercular  dis¬ 
eases  ... 

Cancer,  malignant  dis¬ 
ease 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy . 

Other  diseases  of  Res¬ 
piratory  organs 
Alcoholism  ") 

Cirrhosis  of  liver) 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 
Heart  diseases  ... 
Accidents 

Suicides . 

Meningitis  . 

Penile  decay  . 

Marasmus 
All  other  causes 


All  causes  ... 
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Public  Institutions 

in  the  District. 


Notes,  (aj  In  this  Table  all  deaths  of  “Residents”  occurring  in 

public  institutions,  whether  within  or  without^  the 
district,  are  to  be  included  with  the  other  deaths  in  the 
columns  for  the  several  age  groups  (columns  2-8). 
They  are  also,  in  columns  9-15,  to  be  included 
among  the  deaths  in  their  respective  “  Localities  ” 
according  to  the  previous  addresses  of  the  deceased  as 
given  by  the  Registrars.  Deaths  of  “  Non-residents  ” 
occurring  in  public  institutions  in  the  district  are  in 
like  manner  to  be  excluded  from  columns  2-8  and  9-15 
of  this  Table. 

(h)  See  notes  on  Table  I.  as  to  the  meaning  of  “  Residents  ” 
and  “  Non-residents,”  and  as  to  the  “  Public  Insti¬ 
tutions  ”  to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of 
these  Tables.  The  “  Localities  ”  should  be  the  same 
as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  III. 

(c)  All  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions  situated  within 

the  district,  whether  of  “  Residents  ”  or  of  “  Non¬ 
residents,”  are,  in  addition  to  being  dealt  with  as  in 
note  (a),  to  be  entered  in  the  last  column  of  this  Table. 
The  total  number  in  this  column  should  equal  the 
figures  for  the  vear  in  column  9  Table  I. 

(d)  The  total  deaths  in  the  several  “  Localities  ”  in  columns 

9-15  of  this  Table  should  equal  those  for  the  year  in 
the  same  localities  in  Table  II.,  sub-column  c.  The 
total  deaths  at  all  ages  in  column  2  of  this  Table 
should  equal  the  gross  total  of  columns  9-15,  and 
the  figures  for  the  year  in  column  12  of  Table  I. 

(c)  Under  the  heading  of  “Diarrhoea”  are  to  be  included 
deaths  certified  as  from  diarrhoea,  alone  or  in  com¬ 
bination  with  some  other  cause  of  ill-defined  nature ; 
and  also  deaths  certified  as  from 

Epidemic  enteritis ; 

Zymotic  enteritis ; 

Epidemic  diarrhoea.  Summer  diarrhoea  ; 

Dysentery  and  dysenteric  diarrhoea; 

Choleraic  diarrhoea,  cholera,  cholera  nostras 
(in  the  absence  of  Asiatic  cholera) 

Under  the  heading  of  “  Enteritis  ”  are  to  be  included 
those  certified  as  from  Gastro-enteritis,  Muco-enteritis, 
and  Gastric  catarrh,  unless  from  information  obtained 


by  enquiry  from  the  certifying  practitioner  or  other¬ 
wise,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  have 
reason  for  including  such  deaths,  especially  those  of 
infants,  under  the  specific  term  “  Diarrhoea.” 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  secondary  to  some  other  well- 
defined  disease  should  be  included  under  the  latter. 

In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  I.,  II., 
III.  and  IV.,  attention  has  been  given  to  the  notes  on  the  Tables. 


Wm.  W.  CLARK,  M.D., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February ,  1903. 
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